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REMARKS 

This amendment is submitted in response to the Office Action mailed 
September 9, 2004. Claims 1-8 were pending in the Application prior to this 
amendment and stand rejected. Claims 1-8 have been canceled herein, without 
prejudice, and new claims 9-17 have been added. Applicants submit that claims 9-17 
are in condition for allowance. The following remarks are respectfully submitted. 

New Claims 

New claims 9-17 were added by this amendment. Claims 9 and 16 are 
the only independent claims, and are directed to holders for digital dental sensors. The 
holder of claim 9 includes: 

a holder housing; and 

first and second arms rotatably coupled to said housing for 
movement between a first position wherein the sensor is 
removable from the holder, and a second position wherein 
the sensor is grasped between said arms; 

said housing and said arms sized to fit within the mouth of a 
patient. 

Claim 9 reads on the holders shown and described with respect to Figs. 1- 
5 of the Application. Accordingly, support for claim 9 can be found in the Application 
with reference to these figures and the Specification at page 2, lines 18-25; page 4, 
lines 5-15; and page 5, lines 23-28. 

-5- 



PAGE 5/9 * RCVD AT 12/8/2004 4:46:43 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:513 241 6234 * DURATION (thks):02-18 



DEC. t 2004 4:45PM 513 241 6234 



NO. 0081 P. 6 



Application No. 10/672,378 
Amendment dated December 8, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of September 9, 2004 

16. (New) A holder for digital dental sensors, comprising: 

first and second opposed clamping members sized to fit within the mouth 
of a patient, said first clamping member movable in directions toward and away from 
said second clamping member to respectively grip and release the digital sensor 
therebetween; 

a first inclined plane associated with said first damping member; and 
a second inclined plane abutting said first inclined plane and movable 

relative to said first inclined plane to move said first clamping member toward and away 

from said second clamping member. 

1 7. (New) The holder of claim 1 6, further comprising teeth formed in said first and 
second inclined planes, said teeth cooperating to inhibit relative movement of said first 
and second inclined planes to thereby maintain a position of said first clamping member 
relative to said second clamping member. 
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The holder of claim 16 includes: 

first and second opposed clamping members sized to fit 
within the mouth of a patient, said first clamping member 
movable in directions toward and away from said seoond 
clamping member to respectively grip and release the digital 
sensor therebetween; 

a first inclined plane associated with said first clamping 
member; and 

a second inclined plane abutting said first inclined plane and 
movable relative to said first inclined plane to move said first 
clamping member toward and away from said second 
clamping member. 



Claim 16 reads on the holder shown and described in the Application with 
respect to Figs. 6-8, Support for claim 16 can be found in the Application with 
reference to claims 6 and 7, and Figs. 6-8. 

Applicants submit that new claim 9 is in condition for allowance because 
the references of record do not teach or suggest all elements recited in claim 9. 
Specifically, none of the cited references teach or suggest a holder having "first and 
second arms rotatably coupled to said housing for movement between a first position 
wherein the sensor Is removable from the holder, and a second position wherein the 
sensor is grasped between said arms." Moreover, the references of record do not 
teach or suggest such a holder wherein the housing and arms are "sized to fit within the 
mouth of a patient." In this regard, Applicants note that the devices of U.S. Patent No. 
6,276,827 to Nakamura et al., U.S. Patent No. 3,771,781 to Lackey et al_, and U.S. 
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Patent No. 5,371 ,619 to Hellmick et al. are each directed to relatively large devices or 
tables for obtaining x-rays of portions of a patients body and are therefore not sized to 
fit within the mouth of a patient. For at least these reasons, Applicants request that 
claim 9 be allowed. 

Claims 10-15 each depend from independent claim 9 and are therefore in 
condition for allowance for at least the reasons stated above for claim 9. Moreover, 
each of claims 10-15 recite additional features or combinations of features not taught or 
suggested by the references of record. Support for claims 10-15 can be found in the 
Application with reference to page 4, line 5-page 6, line 2, and Figs. 1-5. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request that claims 10-15 be allowed. 

Applicants assert that claim 16 is not taught or suggested by the 
references of record. Specifically, the references of record do not teach or suggest a 
holder having a first clamping member moveable in directions toward and away from a 
second clamping member, a first inclined plane associated with the first clamping 
member, and a second inclined plane abutting the first inclined plane and moveable 
relative to the first inclined plane to move the first clamping member toward and away 
from the second clamping member. For at least this reason, Applicants respectfully 
request that claim 16 be allowed. 

Claim 17 depends from independent claim 1 6 and is therefore in condition 
for allowance for at least the reasons stated above for claim 16. Moreover, the 
references of record do not teach or suggest "teeth formed in said first and second 
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inclined planes, said teeth cooperating to inhibit relative movement of said first and 
second inclined planes/ as recited in daim 17. Support for claim 17 can be found in 
the application at page 6, lines 4-35, and with reference to Figs. 6-8. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request that claim 17 be allowed. 



In view of the foregoing amendments to the claims and remarks given 



herein, Applicants respectfully believe this case is in condition for allowance and 
respectfully request allowance of the pending claims. If the Examiner believes any 
detailed language of the claims requires further discussion, the Examiner is respectfully 
asked to telephone the undersigned attorney so that the matter may be promptly 
resolved. The Examiner's prompt attention to this matter is appreciated. 



Applicants are of the opinion that no additional fee is due as a result of 



this amendment. If any charges or credits are necessary to complete this 
communication, please apply them to Deposit Account No. 23-3000. 



2700 Carew Tower 
441 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(513) 241 -2324 (voice) 
(513) 241-6234 (facsimile) 
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Respectfully submitted, 

WOOD. HERRON & EVANS, LLP. 




David W. Dorton, Reg. No. 51,625 
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